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Giovanni Ferri,
Member of the European Think Thank on Co-operative Banks
Chairman, Department of Economics & Mathematics, University of Bari

Giovanni Ferri, full professor of economics with the Universita di Bari (Italy) since 1999, chairs the
Department of Economics and Mathematics from 2005. Since 2009 he is Bari University’s Deputy-
Rector for International Relations. He previously served as Principal Financial Economist at the
World Bank (1998-99) and up to Deputy-Director within the Research Department of the Banca
d’ltalia (1984-1998).

He was visiting fellow at: ADB Institute (2002-03), European University Institute, Florence (1984);
Hong Kong Monetary Authority (2007), NBER (1990), Princeton University (1995-96), Tokyo
University (2004). He was Economic Policy Consultant at Italy’s Treasury (1999-2002) and
Economic Consultant of the Italian Association among Cooperative Banks (2001-2009). From 2008
he is part of the Think Tank at the European Association of Cooperative Banks. He is associate
editor of the journals: Economic Notes, Rivista Bancaria-Minerva Bancaria, Studi e Note di
Economia.

He has led (or consulted for) policy and research related projects in several countries:

- Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand — “Alleviating the Impact of the Credit Crunch in
East Asia” (World Bank ASEM: 1998-99);

- Albania — “Italy-Albania Center for socio-economic analysis” (New Neighbourhood Programme
Italy—Albania: 2007-08);

- China, Vietnam — “New Instruments for Handicraft & SMEs Asian Organisations (NIHAO)” (Asia-
Invest Programme: 2008-09);

- Turkey — “Calculation of the FDI Stock in Turkey” (EU & Undersecretariat of Treasury, Ankara:
2005);

- Serbia — “Technical Assistance to the National Bank of Serbia in the Organisation of NBS securities
auctions” (2004) and “Organisation of an Inter-Banking Money Market in Serbia” (2003) (EU
projects at National Bank of Serbia);

- China — “Performance of City Commercial Banks in China” (2004-05) and “Corporate Governance
in China” (2002-03) (ADB Institute);

- Asia-Europe Meeting Kuala Lumpur 18-20 October 2009 “Beyond the Global Crisis. A New Asian
Growth Model?”.

He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from New York University (1987).

His research interests include: financial market imperfections and the transmission of monetary
and financial shocks, banking structure, credit rating agencies, corporate governance, the finance-
growth nexus, migration, company internationalization.

He has published extensively in these fields. His 10 most representative publications include:
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1. Financial Instability: Toolkit for Interpreting Boom and Bust Cycles, London, Palgrave McMillan,
2010; with V. D’Apice.

2. A Bayesian Networks Approach to Operational Risk, Physica A, 2009; with V. Aquaro, M.
Bardoscia, R. Bellotti, A.

Consiglio & F. De Carlo.

3. Emerging banking systems, London, Palgrave McMillan, 2008, ed.; co-eds. P. Bongini & S.
Chiarlone.

4. Are New Tigers Supplanting Old Mammoths in ChinalJs Banking System? Evidence from a
Sample of City Commercial Banks, Journal of Banking & Finance, 2008.

5. Revisiting the European Monetary System Experience: Were Some Members More Equal than
Others?, Economic Notes, 2006; with L. Bini Smaghi.

6. More Analysts, Better Ratings: Do Rating Agencies Invest Enough in Less Developed Countries?,
Journal of Applied Economics, 2004.

7. The political economy of distress in East Asian financial institutions, Journal of Financial Services
Research, 2001; with P. Bongini & C. Claessens.

8. The Procyclical Role of Rating Agencies: Evidence from the East Asian Crisis, Economic Notes,
1999; with L. Liu & J.E. Stiglitz.

9. Availability and cost of credit for small businesses: customer relationships and credit
cooperatives, Journal of Banking & Finance, 1998; with P. Angelini & R. Di Salvo.

10. Bargaining and the evolution of cooperation in a dynamic game, Economics Letters, 1987; with
J. Benhabib.
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